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MEMBER FOR ROCKINGHAM — MINERALS RESOURCE RENT TAX — COMMENTS 
Statement 

HON NICK GOIRAN (South Metropolitan) [9.45 pm]: Earlier today I had cause to check if there was such a 
word as “phoniness”. I certainly know there is a word “phoney”, but I was not sure I had made up the word 
“phoniness”. Indeed, there is such a word and it has slightly different spelling depending on whether one takes 
the British or American spelling. Nevertheless, the word exists. I wanted to check whether the word existed 
because on Monday morning, upon reading The West Australian, the first thing that came to my mind with 
respect to a particular article, and some comment attributed to a member of the other place, was the word 
phoniness. Let me explain. On 7 April 2014, in an article on page 7 of The West Australian entitled “Tax stand is 
stupid: McGowan”, written by Daniel Emerson and Andrew Tillett, the member for Rockingham is basically 
saying that his federal colleagues are stupid. Specifically, he said, as quoted in the article — 

Just blindly keeping faith with something that they didn’t sell well and didn’t raise much money and 
was constructed fairly poorly is stupid and so that’s my message to my Federal colleagues now… 

He goes on to say “move on and learn lessons”. I thought that was rather interesting, because, of course, any 
reasonable observer would note that the member for Rockingham is taking on his own team. This is the leader of 
WA Labor taking a contrary position to his mates in Canberra. 

What is interesting is that this demonstration by the member for Rockingham shows an element of courage. 
Talking with some deal of experience of taking a contrary position to one’s own team, can I say that when one 
does that, it is not without pain, so part of me admired what the member for Rockingham was doing on Monday. 
I thought that at least in some respects he has the guts to take a position different from his federal colleagues. But 
when I was considering it a little more, I thought that acts of courage also need to be assessed against the 
competence and integrity of the act. Let me take a moment to assess the competence of the act. What he has been 
quoted as saying in this article is that his colleagues were blindly keeping faith with something that did not sell 
well. I agree with him there. He goes on to say that it did not raise much money. Indeed, we have said that in this 
place several times over the past year. He says, the article goes on, that it was constructed poorly and so it is 
stupid. I would agree with all of those things. In fact, members may recall that in May last year I moved a motion 
specifically on this point that states — 

That the Legislative Council — 

(a) congratulates the Barnett government for its strong and determined representations against the 
minerals resource rent tax imposed by the Gillard Labor government on iron ore and coal 
producers in Western Australia and other states; and 

(b) calls on the Gillard Labor government to immediately scrap this complex and inefficient tax. 

When I moved that motion I set out 12 reasons, some of which were, indeed, the same as what Mr McGowan 
gave. On the issue of competency, I think he has concisely and accurately stated the case against the mining tax, 
so I will probably give him a pat on the back for that. So far, Monday morning, I am impressed by the member 
for Rockingham’s courage and the competence of his argument, but I want to conclude by looking at the 
integrity of his argument. Where I think the member for Rockingham catastrophically fails on this issue is on 
integrity, because members may recall that on 22 May last year, when we were debating this motion, the 
Western Australian Labor members had one lead speaker on this issue. Their sole lead speaker, who spoke on 
behalf of all of them, said in Hansard on 22 May 2013 — 

… —it is the one thing Hon Mark McGowan, the leader of the state Labor Party, said with great clarity 
on the MRRT—is that support for the MRRT is conditional on the basis Western Australia gets its fair 
share. 

At the time, apparently, it was crystal clear that the member for Rockingham said the Labor Party does support 
it, but it is conditional. Now he is saying that it is stupid. The sole lead speaker at that time goes on to say — 

As I said last week, I certainly will not be agreeing with Hon Nick Goiran’s call to ask the Prime 
Minister to scrap the tax. 

That speaker goes on further to say — 

Let us be real—we are less than four months from the federal election in September. I daresay that a 
number of motions—the same can be said about this motion—that will be put on the notice paper over 
the next couple of months will be put there by members of the government, particularly those on the 
backbench, because they want to generate debate that will peel the state Labor Party away from the 
federal Labor Party. I can tell members that that will not happen—it certainly will not happen on this 
occasion. 
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Every single member in this chamber from WA Labor voted against the motion. They had the chance in May last 
year to make sure they were indeed pro-Western Australia. On Monday, in this same article, the member for 
Rockingham is quoted as saying — 

“Remove the policy that gives an impression that somehow they are anti-West Australian. 

“We’re not anti-West Australian, we’re wildly pro-West Australia.” 

How can we seriously give this individual any credit for those comments when the entire team in this chamber 
does the exact opposite? They say to the member for Rockingham, “Don’t worry about it; we’re equally as 
stupid as our members in the federal Parliament. We love the mining tax and we will definitely oppose any 
motion that suggests otherwise.” Let me be charitable for a moment and understand the comments by the Labor 
Party’s sole lead speaker. We will assume for a moment that the Labor Party’s great objection at the time was 
that we were leading up to an election and their mates were in power in Canberra. Personally, I think that is 
pathetic; we can stand up and be pro-Western Australia, even if our mates are in power in Canberra. 
Nevertheless, let us assume that is the case. Interestingly, only last month my good friend Hon Liz Behjat moved 
a motion along the same kind of lines asking for the repeal of the mineral resource rent tax. Of course, a month 
ago, the Liberal Party was in power in Canberra, so there should have been no reason for WA Labor to oppose it. 
What did their sole lead speaker on that day say only a month ago? They said that my good friend Hon Liz 
Behjat was “pulling a stunt” and went on to say — 

I have to tell the government that we are not going to support this motion. I know it will not go to a 
vote, but I want to put it quite plainly that there is no way in the world we are going to condemn federal 
Labor or the Greens for the principles they have taken. 

One month later their leader is telling them that they are stupid. As much as I try to restrain myself, it is difficult 
for me not to see those comments in a cynical way, because the member for Rockingham was quite happy on 
Monday morning to somehow protest and say that he and his team are wildly pro-Western Australia when, in 
fact, his entire team in this place does the exact opposite. That is a problem because either these members do not 
support their leader or he has no control over what is going on with his party. I am not too sure what is 
happening to WA Labor but I can say that the evidence in this chamber suggests that they are most certainly not 
wildly pro-Western Australia, but that would be an apt description of members on this side of the chamber. I 
protest at the member for Rockingham’s phoney attempt to pretend that somehow he is now against the mining 
tax. I hope he communicates that message to his team in this chamber because so far they have failed every time 
we have mentioned it. 

House adjourned at 9.56 pm 
__________ 
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